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revenue and the surplus for the Nizam lies in the increased
charges of the administration. In 1853 they were not to
exceed one-eighth of the revenue, and in 1860 at the time of
the later negotiations the British Government proposed that
if they should, it would defray the difference ; but the
Nizam too generously interposed to this effect that he " did
not desire the British Government to be bound too closely."
It was then that a formal engagement was made to the effect
that " the cost of administration must not exceed 25 per
cent or four annas in the rupee." Very quickly it rose to
that proportion, but what was far worse was that it subse-
quently increased in the most mysterious manner to 50 per
cent. No explanation was ever offered as to how a pro-
portion which was never to exceed 25 per cent came to be
doubled.

During these years also the expenditure on the Contin-
gent, which was the original and only cause of the pledging
of the Berars, had risen from twenty-four lakhs to forty-one
lakhs, and on those figures with a revenue of 100 lakhs (one
crore) there would still have been a surplus for the Nizam
of nine lakhs. But the proportion of 50 per cent while it
was proclaimed as the guiding principle was not observed.
The expenditure on administration and public works in
reality totalled anything from 54 to 56 per cent, and with
it disappeared the prospect of any reasonable surplus for
the Nizam. If the controllers of any Trust responsible to
a Court of Law were to have acted in this manner there
could not be two opinions as to what would be said of them.
Are Governments immune from judgment and, if deserved,
censure ?

There was one incident in these years that calls for men-
tion. In 1876 the great Sir Salar Jung while acting as
Co-Regent for the Nizam, who was then a minor, paid a
visit to London. There was no secret about the object of
his mission ; he came in the hope of recovering the Berars
for his youthful sovereign, and he based that hope not only
on the fundamental justice of his case, and his readiness
to provide for the financial obligations in the maintenance
of the Contingent, but also on the personal consideration to